
 

Gail Emms, OBE, plays Champ at the Opening of the John F Kennedy Badminton Development Centre 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
15 November 2009:. SWHIBL Mens & Ladies Fun 
Tournament at Sportspace, Hemel Hempstead 

January 2010:  Level 2 Coach course Sundays  
10, 17, 31 January 2010:  .  Assessment Day 14 
March.  All at Jim McDonald Centre, Hatfield. 

30 & 31 Jan 2010:  Herts Bonanza  
U14 & U16 (non county players only). boys & girls 
singles & doubles 
Adults 16+ (Non league players only)  mens & 
ladies singles, level doubles, mixed doubles 

HBA COMMITTEE 2009-2010 
Chairman;& 
Membership 
Registration 

Malcolm Fraser * 01727 826892 

Mob:   07973 820948 
malcolm@frasermalcolm1.plus.com 

County  Sec Hilary Anderson  01992 584494 
Hilary@Anderson35.plus.com 

Treasurer Colin Walker  01992 422073; 
mob.07917 055209; 
colin.walker4@ntlworld.com   

Chairman of 
Selectors/  
Match Sec. 

Paul Widdicombe 01920 484605 
financehtc@aol.com 

Tournament 
Sec.  

Lynne Parker 01727 872085 
rekraps@talk21.com 

LEAGUE 
contact 

Robert Hueting   07736 073333 
robert@hueting.co.uk  

Development 
Committee 
Chairman 

David Bartlett *     01438 715374 

Dave-HBA@bartlett1.plus.com 

Coaching 
Coordinator 

Brian Jackson   01920 438561 
Fullmasher@free.uk.com 

Newsletter 
Editor 

Gill Bartlett *        01438 715374 

gill@bartlett1.plus.com 

Publicity 
Officer 

Simon Valins  01923 839159   
info@fizzcomms.co.uk 

HSBA Rep Angela Blowers *   01707 656572   

blowersa@tinyworld.co.uk 

Hertford 
Area Rep 

Colin Jackson 
wizztel@aol.com 

SWHIBL 
Rep 

Ron Duckling *  01923 244881 

Ron.duckling@mwkl.co.uk 

North Herts 
Rep 

Bob Green *  01462 640647 

bob@abcegg.co.uk 

Veterans 
Contacts  

40+   Christine Marsdon 
01442 394531 
50+    Jeff Armstrong 01438 716557 

* Also members of the Development 
Committee 

Development Committee  

The Badminton Herts Development Committee 
currently consists of those marked * together with the 
following representatives of partner organisations : 

Badminton 
Development 
Officer 

Malcolm Jellows mob: 07725 
413547  
malcolmjellows@badmintonengland.co.
uk 

BADMINTON 
England 

Tom Fitches, Regional Manager, 
Eastern Region 

Herts Sports 
Partnership 
Rep 

Peter Simmons, HSP Liaison 
Officer for NGBs A-L 

Herts SDO 
Rep 

Matt Rayner, Welwyn Hatfield 
Youth & Sport Partnership 
Manager.  

Herts SSP 
Rep 

Tony Marmo, Herts Schools 
Competition Manager 

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
This yearôs registration process is now under way, with 
the recent launch of BADMINTON Englandôs new CRM 
(Customer Resource Management) system ï called 
VISION.  Apparently large numbers of clubs nationally 
this year have opted to affiliate online.  By now most, if 
not all, club secretaries should have received their log-
in details and be able to affiliate their members.  Itôs 
good to see that less information is required with the 
new system, and that the data screens are less 
ñclunkyò and easier to complete.  However, there 
appear to be a number of teething problems, including 
inaccurate transfer of existing information from last 
year and the absence of a membership search facility..  
There is a Q & A help file for Vision on the BE website, 
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and Malcolm Fraser is offering to help you if you 
need it.  The new Membership Manager seems 
helpful and more than willing to listen to 
complaints/suggestions about how the system can 
be improved, and is optimistic that the ñglitchesò will 
be sorted out within the season. 

Badminton Participation Up 
Adrian Christyôs latest report reveals that figures out 
this month show participation in badminton is well 
on track to hit targets, with the latest results from 
the Active People Survey showing that over 
540,000 adults now play the sport at least once a 
week. 

Following a 24% increase in adult participation from 
2002 to 2008, the figures suggest continued growth, 
and cement Badmintonôs position as the nationôs 
most popular racquet sport.  Furthermore it marks 
the first real measure of BADMINTON Englandôs 
progress against its key target for 2013, to increase 
regular adult participation in the sport by 70,000 
people.  Work towards the target ï agreed with 
Sport England as part of their £20.8m grant to 
BADMINTON England for the period 2009 to 2013 ï 
has been boosted after the survey showed that 
5,000 new players have joined the ranks since work 
commenced.  This is tremendous news and reflects 
the huge popularity of badminton amongst men and 
women of all ages and backgrounds. Over the next 
few years we will continue to drive participation via 
a number of our popular initiatives and some 
exciting new ones. 

And there was further good news from the survey 
as it was revealed that badminton ï one of nine 
sports funded to reduce drop-off amongst 16-18 
year-olds ï has contributed towards an increase in 
the number of players aged 18. If maintained to 
2013, this new participation rate would achieve 
Sport Englandôs target for 16-18 year-olds, and is 
inspiring news for us as we aim to retain even more 
players in the sport.             Taken from CEO Update 

 

Tournament Reports 

Herts Open 2009 

The Herts Open 2009 was one of the best 
supported Open tournaments during the ten years 
that I have been organising them.   

Menôs Singles:  Over 100 men sent in entries for 
the singles event.  With the luxury of 12 courts at 
HSV it is possible to have a draw of 64 but that still 
left over 36 disappointed entrants.  For the second 
year, it was decided to run a qualifying event with 
16 qualifiers playing in a knockout round.  The 8 
winners gained a place in the main draw, and losers 
had the opportunity to play in a Plate event, thus 
ensuring that all qualifiers had the chance to play at 
least 2 matches. 

Four Herts player competed in the Menôs Singles, 
with Ryan McCarthy reaching the 3

rd
 round before 

going out to the ó3/4 seed Chris Hotchen in the third 
end with a score of 21-18.  Andrei Donko won through 
from qualifying and played Arthur Cheung in the main 
draw.  Elliott Miles won the qualifiers Plate Event for 
the second year running.  The title was won for the 
third time by Neil White (Nm) after beating Jack 
Molyneux from Surrey. 

Womenôs Singles:  There was a record Womenôs 
Singles entry of 37, including Herts players Helena 
Lewczynska, Emily Westwood and Miriam Beales  
(from Yorkshire and studying at Herts University).  
Helena went out in the second round to Georgina 
Bland of Surrey.  Emily reached the quarter final before 
bowing out to Sarah Thomas from Wales 21-17 in the 
third end.  Sixteen year old Sarah Thomas who was 
the 3/4 seed was the eventual winner of the Womenôs 
event, beating Jo Dix in the final. 

Menôs Doubles:  Forty pairs competed in the Menôs 
Doubles.  Richard Southward partnered by Mike 
Cooper (Sy) reached the quarter final and Ryan 
McCarthy & Jack Kinmond (Bk) made it to the third 
round before losing to 3/4 seeds Chris Tonks & Chris 
Roe both from Warwickshire.   

In the final Andrew Brunning & Chris Dakin (Ex/Ex) 
played Victor Liew of  Herts partnered by Joel Gayle 

(Ex),  with Victor and Joel (shown above) winners at 
21-10, 22-20. 

Womenôs Doubles:  There were 24 pairs in the 
Womenôs doubles with Helena Lewczynska, Emily 
Westwood and Kate Lester representing Herts.  
Unseeded Kate and her partner Elena Johnson (Mx) 
progressed to the final where they met Jo Dix & 
Gemma Whiting (Ha/Ke).  Kate and Elena played well 
but Jo and Gemma took the title 21-18, 23-21! 

Mixed Doubles:  Herts players Helena with scratch 
partner Chris Coles from Avon, Elliott Miles/Isabelle 
Sadler and Emily Westwood/Sam Dobson (Ht/Sy) were 
among the 40 pairs in the Mixed event. Sam and Emily 
reached the 3

rd
 round before losing to Arthur 

Cheung/Min-Tsin Bong 21-17, 19-21, 21-18.  Helena & 
Chris made it to the quarter final before losing to the 
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eventual winners Chris Tonks/Catherine Grant of 
Warwickshire . 

Thanks:  My thanks go to John Herdman, Chris, 
Margaret Cooper, Doug Furze and Mike Parker who 
all helped with the smooth running of the 
tournament. 

Herts Restricted 2009 

Menôs Singles:  There was a very good response 
with 17 men taking part.  Andrew Walden was the 

top seed 
and Ryan 
McCarthy 
the second 
seed.  
Andrew 
played 
Richard 
Gentle, 
Jack 
Lipyeat 
and Elliott 
Miles on 
the way to 
the final.  

Ryan McCarthy played Michael Spencer-Smith, 
Anthony Moye and David Westwood to reach the 
final.  In the final against Andrew, Ryan emerged as 
the winner to take his first senior county title. 

Womenôs Singles:  Response to the womenôs 
event was disappointing with only 2 entries, Alex 
English and Hannah Fletcher, who played each 
other.  Alex, who was making her debut in the 
Senior competition, took the title after three ends. 

Mixed Doubles:  12 pairs entered.  Ryan MCarthy 
& Emily Westwood were the top seeds, but lost to 
Richard Southward & Lindsay Orchard in the semi-
final.  Andrew Walden & Charity Barnes were the 
second seeds and won their semi-final against 
former winners Anthony Moye & Emma Stokes. 

In the final, Andrew & Charity (above) just had the 
edge over Richard & Lindsay, winning the title 24-
22, 21-16. 

Menôs Doubles:  There were 9 entries which was 
played in three boxes of three, with the winner of 
Box 1 going into the final and the winners of Boxes 

2 & 3 playing each other for the other place in the final.  
Andrew Walden & Richard Southward were the 
winners of Box 1.  Veterans Ed Lintott & Mike Wong 
won Box 2 but were beaten 21-15 and 22-20 by Box 3 
winners Ryan McCarthy & David Westwood.    In the 
final, Andrew & Richard won the Menôs Doubles title 
22-20, 21-16. 

Womenôs Doubles:  Four pairs of ladies contested the 
event, which was played in one group.  Charity Barnes 
teamed up with scratch partner Miriam Beales.  It 
proved a good pairing since they emerged from the 
group as winners. 

The event was very well supported by the juniors and 
the standard of play, particularly in the Menôs Singles 
was excellent. 

Thanks again:  My thanks to all who have supported 
the Herts Restricted in the ten years I have been 
running it.  This one was my last.  I have enjoyed 
running both this tournament and the Herts Open but I 
feel it is time to pass the reins to someone younger!  
Ed Lintott has stepped forward to run the Herts Open 
next year.  Thank you Ed. 

Mike and I would also like to say a big thank you for the 
wonderful selection of gifts which were presented to us 
during a break in play at the Restricted. 

THANKS from HBA 

For the last 10 years Lynne Parker has been 
Tournament Secretary for the Herts Open Tournament 
and the Herts County Restricted Championships. This 
all came to sad farewell on Sunday 27 September 
2009 when County President Bob Welsh presented 
Lynne and her husband Mike with a small gift of 
appreciation for all the hard work they have put in to 
the tournaments over the years. 

The Open tournament has gone from strength to 
strength over the years, with this year attracting a 
record number of entries. The event is firmly 
established in the BADMINTON England Calendar as 
the premier event to enter at the start of the season. 

The Restricted Event is an important tournament to 
assist the county selectors with team selection for the 
forth coming season. 

Lynne & Mike will be a hard act to follow; we wish them 
well and a big thank you.      Paul Widdicombe 

Gobi at the World Championships 

Gobi sent us a report on his trip to the recent World 
Championships in Seoul, South Korea,  where he had 
mixed fortunes, with oppositions proving to be tough in 
both the Singles and Doubles Events. 

In the Singles, he won Group B, going through to play 
the Runner-up of Group A. Unfortunately this was Amir 
Levy, the World No 1 who had suffered a surprise 
defeat in his group.  Gobiôs progress in the Singles 
tournament ended there as he was comfortably beaten 
by the Israeli, 6 - 21, 7 - 21.  As he says: ñMy pride was 
somewhat battered after the defeat and it was evident I 
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still have a lot to learn from some of the more 
experienced players on the circuit.ò 

In the doubles Gobi was paired with Pascal Barrillon 
from France ï a Class 2 player. Having never 
played together before they were up against it in a 
tough group, losing the opening game to No 2 
Seeds Munidasa Walimunige and Jayathalika 
Wasala from Sri Lanka and then to the Finalists, 
Thailandôs Homhual Jakarin and Junthong Dumnern 
10-21, 23-25.  That defeat put them out of the 
tournament, but the pair finished with a consolation 
victory against Peng Kuong Wong and Kam Lin 
Long (Macau). 

Gobi says ñOverall, a decent tournament for my first 
appearance in a World Championships but still have 
a lot to learn.  It was a great experience and 
meeting players, coaches and spectators from the 
far east.  My next goals are now the 4 Nations in 
Dublin (Nov ó09), the French International in April 
ô10 and the European Championships in 
Switzerland in May ô10. 

Thanks as always to everyone who has supported 
me in getting to Seoul.  Particularly to Pinnacle 
Transportation Limited who made it possible for me 
to get to Korea, my coach Kelly Matthews and not 
forgetting Steven Chappell at Victor Sports. 

GRASSROOTS 

Swifts JBC 

On 4 October past and present club members , and 
their parents, celebrated the clubôs 25

th
 anniversary 

with an afternoon of games including ñBeat the 
Championò against Ryan Mcarthy (a member of 
Badminton Englandôs World Class Start and 
Potential Players U17 group), who took on the role 
of champion with a display of power and finesse. 

The afternoon culminated in a raffle to raise funds 
for the club. Congratulations to the winners, and 
thanks to the prize donors including BBG 
Distribution Ltd, Finesse Leisure and Goode Sport 
(and Gail Emms who donated a signed racqet 
case).  After the raffle, birthday cake was shared out 
and, for the first time that afternoon, silence 
descended as children and adults all tucked in.  The 
silence was soon broken as everyone continued to 
reminisce and plan for the future. 

Although the afternoon was well attended, a large 
number of Members and ex members could not come 
as they were playing in tournaments, one as far afield 
as Lausanne, Switzerland.  We also had good wishes 
from many people including some in Canada and New 
York. 

Over the last 25 years the Club has grown from small 
beginnings on just 2 courts for 2 hours and rapidly 
grew to the present size with all 5 courts for the whole 
evening.  The club has always aimed to make 
badminton fun for players of all standards as well as 
improving their skills and encouraging good 
sportsmanship.   

The club currently has approaching 100 members 
ranging in age from 6 to 18, but there are some 
vacancies at all levels. 

The club is based in Hatfield Leisure Centre, Travellers 
Lane and meets Friday evenings throughout term 
times.  Hourly  sessions start at 5pm for Junior school 
beginners and continue throughout the evening with 
the final session for older and better players at 8 pm-
9.30 

Further details of free introductory sessions contact 
Marion or Duncan Conway on 01707 652061 or email 
mconway2@sky.com 

Knebworth Badminton Club 

Knebworth Badminton Club, as many of you will know, 
was originally focused on disability badminton, but is 
increasingly broadening its focus on disability sport.   
To reflect this, the club has changed its constitution to 
become a Sports Club, affiliated to BADMINTON 
England, which will allow it to affiliate to other 
governing bodies should it wish to do so.  Phil Gray, 
club organiser reports: 

At the beginning of the year we ran a series of 
badminton and multisport sessions for two special 
needs schools, Lakeside in Welwyn Garden City and 
Lonsdale in Stevenage. It was amazing to see the 
progress the children made in such a short time, and 
we are hoping to repeat this again next year. 

We were given some money by WHSPAA (Welwyn 
Hatfield Sport and Physical Activity Association) earlier 
this year to expand our one hour of disability 
badminton at Birchwood Leisure Centre on Thursdays 
to a two hour multisport session. We now have 
badminton on two courts and vary the other two courts 
with Boccia, New Age Kurling and Goalball. We are 
hoping to apply for more funding to enable us to run 
table cricket (on a table tennis table). We will have a 
website up and running soon, so hopefully youôll be 
able to see what these sports are if you donôt already 
know.   

Since the session expanded in early March, we have 
grown in numbers and now have 34 registered players 
(most of whom are new to sport) and an average of 15 
players attending each week.  Best of all, there has 
been a definite improvement in the playersô physical 
abilities, which is fantastic to see. 

 

mailto:mconway2@sky.com


 5 

 

NEW DEVELOPMENT OPENING  

On 23 September 2009 the eight million pound new 
development at John F Kennedy Catholic School 
was officially opened to the public.  The celebrations 
began at lunchtime with a Mass celebrated by the 
Most Reverend Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of 
Westminster, who blessed the new building and 
unveiled the commemorative plaque.  During the 
late afternoon invited guests, staff and parents were 
given tours of the new building conducted by Year 8 
pupils, followed by the opening of the new sports 
hall. 

We were guided around the development by 
Chileshe and Liam, who proved to be admirable 
ambassadors for the school.  They proudly showed 
us the whole building, including the new library, with 
separate areas dedicated for private study, together 
with laptop access points; and for use as a 
classroom with interactive whiteboard;  the music 
department with its six music rooms, recording 
suite, and two choir classrooms; the art department; 
and drama department.  We returned to the sports 
hall area in time for the welcoming address by Head 
Teacher Mrs Bernadette Jenkins, and the official 
opening by Gail Emms MBE. 

Gail told us it was one of the best facilities sheôd 
ever been in, and was impressed by the library and 
other departments  -  not like in her day!  She 
confided that what badminton had given her was 
confidence;  she valued its ability to bring people 
together.  She started playing age 4 ï hitting a 
shuttle between games at the local community club 
with friends and family.  For years her aim was to 
beat her mum, who was a good club player.  She 
achieved it at 13!  Later, she was inspired watching 
the Barcelona Olympics, and acquired a new aim ï 
to participate in the Olympics and take her place on 
the podium.  Getting there was not easy, but 
winning Silver in the Mixed Doubles at the Athens 
Olympics was the proudest moment of her life. 

While Gail was kept busy supplying her signature and 
having her óphoto taken with fans, we watched 
entertaining and skilful demonstrations by junior and 
senior County players .  Then the public were 
encouraged to get on court with Gail, who played with 

Gadebridge juniors and gave advice to adults.  
Throughout the evening Gail was surrounded by 
admirers asking for autographs, being photographed 
with her, suggesting (their own!) names for the 
expected baby and generally enjoying her company. 

Later Gail revealed that her first real coaching was with 
Bill Goode in Hatfield.  She was ñdiscoveredò when she 
won U11, aged 7.  In 1995, when she was taking óA 
levels, she was coached by Cheryl Cooke of Northants, 

she became a member of Wimbledon BC, and started 
training at Milton Keynes in 1998/9.  Highspots of her 
time at the top were winning the 2005 All England 
Mixed Doubles title with Nathan Robertson, and 
winning the World Championships in 2006, also with 
Nathan.  Despite the disappointment at the Bejing 
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Olympics, she had no regrets:  the important thing 
was to contribute 100% all the time. 

When asked about her routine in retirement, Gail 
admitted that it was very different ï more varied but 
equally challenging.  Her days were full, with 
projects in her role as Ambassador for the Youth 
Sports Trust, mentoring players, and ñmedia stuffò 
such as TV and radio interviews. 

Throughout the evening it was evident that Gail, 
with her sunny personality and ability to relate to 
everyone ï young and old  - is an unsurpassable 
ambassador for our sport!  Apparently, although 
some children were dragged home by insistent 
parents, large numbers of players kept Gail on court 
right up until the new centre closed soon after 
10pm.  

CONGRATULATIONS  
LIZ AUSTIN  won a Bronze medal in the Ladies 
Doubles 35+ at the World Championships 

FRED CHINNERY  received a Lifetime 

Achievement Award for his services to 
badminton at the HSP Service to Sport Awards 
2009  on 7 October. 

Swifts JBC celebrated their 25
th

 anniversary on 
4 October at Hatfield Leisure Centre. 

 

 
 
Get Back Into sessions provide coaching to get you 
over that ñrustyò stage and up to club standard 
again!  Sessions are now available (or about to start 
soon): 

Verulum School, St Albans: Tuesdays 6.30-7.30, 
starting 3rd Nov. Your first week free then £3 per 
session. Contact Malcolm on 07725 413 547  

St Albans Girls School, Sundays 7-9pm, starting 1st 
Nov.  First week free then £5 per session. Contact 
Keith on 07595 226 184  

North Herts College, Hitchin: Fridays 8-10pm, running 
now, £4 per session.  Contact Bob on 01462 640 647 

JFK School, Hemel Hempstead; Wednesdays 8-
10.30pm, running now, £5 per session. Contact Liz on 
01442 871 477 

Letchworth Tennis Club, Fridays 8-10pm, running now, 
Ladies and Girls only £5 per session. Contact Gabor 
on 07806 093 979  

Birchwood Leisure Centre, Hatfield: Wednesdays 8-
10pm, running now, Students only.  £4 per session. 
Contact Malcolm on 07724 413 547  

Ware Drill Hall, Fridays running now 7-8.30pm running 
now, £4 per session or £6 per family, Contact Neil on 
01992 304 928 

Ladiesô sessions:  Stevenage Leisure Centre (Bowls 
Hall) on Thursdays 8.30-9.30pm.  Originally aimed at 
ladies from black and ethnic communities, all ladies of 
all abilities are welcome at these sessions:  Beginners 
to Get Back Into.  Coaching available or just play 
games and have fun. 

HBA would like to thank the various funding providers 
who make these sessions and other subsidised 
projects possible.  These include Herts Sports 
Partnership, and local Community Sports Networks. 

1st Herts Bonanza 

To be held 30 & 31 Jan 2010,  
U14 & U16 boys & girls singles & doubles, non county 
players only.  
Adults 16+ Non league players only, mens & ladies 
singles, level doubles, mixed doubles.  Application form 
available on HBA & BE website. 
 

Senior County Teams  

Chairman of Selectorsô Report 

Match Practice Sessions took place during August and 
September and were well supported by the county 
juniors.  Overall numbers attending, however, were 
very disappointing generally.  The selectors will have to 
give consideration to the format for 2010 

All matches are now arranged.  Our home match 
against Jersey will take place  on Saturday 7th 
November at 1pm at John F Kennedy Roman Catholic 
School in Hemel Hempsted.  All other home matches 
will be at HSV.  Results will appear on the BE web site 
(with a link from HBA website), which will be updated 
daily during the season and will be the best place to 
see how we are doing. 

Unfortunately, two high profile ladies will not be 
available to play: Gail Emms is expecting a baby, and 
Suzanne Rayappan is recovering from a shoulder 
operation in June and has been told to take 6 months 
out.  Waiting to find out who the third lady out is!!!!!! 

Iôm very pleased to report 3 parents have come forward 
to look after the 17-21 team.  Sue Robinson, head of a 
Primary School in East Herts and mother of Iain 
Robinson who left the under 17 squad at the end of last 
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season, will coordinate the team.  Friendly fixtures 
against Sussex, Suffolk & Hamps have been 
arranged.  Entry in to the National 17-21 team event 
in March 2010 at HSV has been made. 

All selectors I am sure are looking forward to a less 
stressful season that last year.    Paul Widdicombe 

First and Second team matches will be played at 
the National Badminton Centre, Milton Keynes or at 
Nottingham.  All other teams play home matches at 
Herts Sports Village, Hatfield.  Come to watch and 
support our 3, 4 and Vets team players even if itôs 
only for half an hour.  

2009 Team Against Venue Time 

11 Oct 4 Cambs 1 A  

18 Oct 3 Sufflok 1 HSV 11-3 

24 Oct 40+ Essex HSV  

25 Oct 4 Kent 3 A  

31 Oct 40+ Middlesex HSV  

1 Nov 
 

4 
50+ 

Sussex 2 
Essex 

HSV 
HSV 

11-5 
1.30 

7 Nov 3 Jersey JFK 1-5 

14 Nov 
 

1 
2 
 

Notts & Lancs 
Avon & 
Hamps 

MK 
Stoke 

 

Sun 
15 Nov 

1 
2 

Cheshire 
Worcs 

MK 
Stoke 

 

Sun 
22 Nov 

4 
50+ 

Beds 1 
Berks 

HSV 
HSV 

11-5 
1.30 

28 Nov 40+ Berks HSV  

29 Nov 3 Surrey 3 A  

Sat 
12 Dec 
 
 

1 
 
2 
 
40+ 

Essex & 
Glasgow 
Lanark & 
Bucks 
Bucks 

Notts 
 
MK 
 
HSV 

 

Sun 
13 Dec 
 

1 
2 
50+ 

Yorks 1 
Yorks 2 
Bucks 

Notts 
MK 
A 

 

20 Dec 3 Kent 2 A  

2010 

17Jan 
 

4 
50+ 

Kent 3 
Suffolk 

HSV 11-5 
1.30 

24Jan 
 

4 
50+ 

Cambs 1 
Bucks 

HSV 11-5 
1.30 

31 Jan 40+ Bucks A  

6/7 
Feb 

SENIOR NATIONALS 

7 Feb 50+ Suffolk A  

13 Feb 
 

40+ Middlesex A  

14 Feb 3 Suffolk 1 A  

28 Feb 

4 
40+ 
50+ 

Sussex 2 
Berks 
Berks 

A 
A 
A 

 

7 Mar 3 Jersey A  

13/14 
March 

ALL  ENGLAND 

14 Mar 
40+ 
50+ 

Essex 
Essex 

A 
A 

 

20/21 
Mar 

40+ LEAGUE Playoffs 

21 Mar 3 Surrey HSV 11-3 

27 Mar 
 

2 Surrey 2 & 
Leics 

MK  

28 Mar 2 Dorset MK  

11 Apr 4 Beds 1 A  

24 Apr 
 
25 Apr 

1 
 
1 

Middx & 
Surrey 
Warks 

MK 
 
MK 

 
 

24/25 
Apr 

40+ LEAGUE Finals 

 

LEAGUE NEWS 

S W H I B L 

The new season has begun. We had a successful 
AGM in June, with our Fixtures meeting held in 
September, and now the league is underway again. 
We are still running 6 different competitions : Mens 6 
and Ladies 6, Mens 4 and Ladies 4, plus a Mixed and a 
Medley league. Entries were very similar to last year, 
except that we have added one extra club to our 
league, namely Vauxhall, entering into the Ladies 6 for 
the first time. 

One development last year was a fair play trophy, 
voted on by all of the teams. The clear winners were 
the KRS Kings Langley team, and they are to be 
congratulated. We will be running the same 
competition this year as well, so we all need to be on 
our best behaviour throughout the season. 

With the generous funding from the ñAwards for Allò 
scheme, we have completed a good year. The funding 
has allowed us to set up a website 
(www.SWHIBL.co.uk) and to organize 2 tournaments. 
The first was held earlier in the year, and the second is 
to be held on 15

th
. November, at Sportspace, Hemel 

Hempstead. In addition to these tournaments, there 
have been some club open days, with more to come. 
The funding has been used for its original purpose, 
which is to draw more people into badminton, and 
more particularly into joining one of the clubs in the 
area. 

The November competition is normally restricted to 
members of SWHIBL teams, but this year, because of 
the funding, we are opening it to anybody who is not a 
current county player. It is meant to be a fun 

http://www.swhibl.co.uk/
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tournament ï or rather two tournaments, one Mens 
and one Ladies. You will join as an individual, and 
will play with and against everybody else in your 
competition, and your total scores will be 
accumulated throughout the event. If you arrive with 
a brilliant partner, just remember that you will play 
against them more often than you play with them.  
More details of the tournament, and how to take 
part, can be found elsewhere in this newsletter. 

We recently took part in the Inter-league 
competition. There were four teams entered. Suffice 
it to say that we did not get onto the podium. We will 
be back next year to take the competition by storm.      
Ron Duckling 

Area League Team Challenge 

On Sunday 20 September the three area leagues in 
the County, North Herts, South West Herts, and 
Herts Area,  along with a team of under 18 county 
juniors, took part in a team challenge event at 
Hertfordshire Sports Village in Hatfield.  In total 36 
matches were played in menôs, ladies and mixed 
doubles with each team entering one pair of each 
discipline.  Play commenced at 11am and lasted 5 
hours. 

Teams were as follows:   

County under 18ôs ï Isabel Sadler, Ying Yi Tee, 
Laura Bygrave, Scott Williams, Iain Robinson & 
Ross Barnes. 

Hertford Area ï Mark Bayliss, Mark Sloan, Phil 
Knudsen, Mel Clark, Daniella Moy & Lorrainne Clark 

South West Herts ï Malcolm Jellows, Richard 
Newton, Gary Watkinson, Diana Rogers, Lynne 
Leigh, Razinah Schofield. 

North Herts  - Paul Kempster, Phil Skinner, Richard 
Adams, Michelle Nash, Melanie Greyner & Heather 
Tyrell. 

North Herts were declared the winners, finishing on 
13 points, two clear of the County under 18ôs.  
Hertford Area were third, and last seasonôs winners 
South West Herts were fourth. 

SWHIBL Fun Tournament 

Following its success last year, this fun tournament 
for adults (no county players) will be held on 
Sunday 15 November 2009 at Hemel Hempstead 
Sports Centre 11.30-4pm.  Enter as an individual 
and play menôs or ladiesô doubles.  Players play with 
a different partner each game, playing as many 
games as possible in the time, and accumulating as 
many points as they can.  Entry fee £6 per person; 
Registration 11.15am.  Closing date 8 November.  
For more information contact Ron Ducking on 
01923 244881 or email ron.duckling@mwkl.co.uk 

DEVELOPMENT  
International:  BWF propose change to 
Badminton Rules on serving.    Current ñbelow the 
waistò rule to be replaced by ñno higher than 1.10m 

from ground levelò.  Mark on net posts to identify 
correct height.  Proposal to be approved/rejected by 
BWF 27th October. 

County: RDO's Objectives for 2009-10 are: 

¶ progressing CBNs   -  this year: WH (Small Grants 
bid has been accepted), Dacorum-St Albans,  
North Herts and later East Herts 

¶ Inter-Schools Tournaments: all but one SSP 
participating 16-18s 

¶ Get Back Into 

¶ Club Accreditation 

¶ Women and BMEs 
HSP coaching week February 2010:   line judging and 
umpire training proposed. 

COACHING 
Level 1, contact Malcolm on 07724 413 547 to express 
interest. 
Level 2, Scheduled early 2010 on 10, 17, 31 January 
and 14 March.  Cost £350 but local funding available, 
contact Malcolm for more info. 

HBA Discounting Vendors 
When approaching discounting vendors, please show 
this Newsletter to prove you are an HBA member, and 
check that the vendor you approach is still providing 
discounts.  If you find one that is no longer providing 
discounts, please let us know.  And also let us know of 
vendors who give good service (not just sports shop or 
restaurant, but anything you think other HBA members 
could benefit from).  In general, discounts are provided 
on items not already discounted or in special schemes. 

New discounting vendor this month: 

Quick Recovery Sports Therapy, Hatfield Leisure 
Centre, Travellers Lane (07845 343357 or 07919 
186358).  Qualified therapists provide injury 
assessments; treatment, rehab and injury prevention 
training; as well as.sports massage treatments.  10% 
discount to HBA members; up to 30% discount to 
members of Premier registered clubs  -  contact us for 
more information and a quote, or see our website 
http://www.quickrecoverysportstherapy.co.uk/teams/t_c_
home.html  

The following vendors are supporting HBA.  Please 
give them a try. 

Berkhamsted: 

Berkhamsted Sports, 250 High Street, Tel: 01442 862626. 
Opening hours 8.30-5.30 Monday to Saturday.  Full range of 
racquets, clothing and Accessories.  10%  
Pizza et Pizza    (01442 876366)  28-30 Lower King Road 
Easy parking,  private room for hire   20% on food 
Bishops Stortford: 

Outdoor Wear   10-14 Potter Street (01279 653694)   
Clothing for all outdoor activities:  riding, camping, ski-ing, 
work & leisure 10%  
Broxbourne:   

Cycledealia   (01992  445640) 27 High Road Total cycling 
solutions   Accessories 10%,     Bikes     7.5%. 
Hatfield:   

Colin King:  Mid-Herts Injury And Back Care Clinic   95 
Homestead Road (01707 260399) - £5 off usual fee 

mailto:ron.duckling@mwkl.co.uk
http://www.quickrecoverysportstherapy.co.uk/teams/t_c_home.html
http://www.quickrecoverysportstherapy.co.uk/teams/t_c_home.html
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Quick Recovery Sports Therapy, Hatfield Leisure Centre, 
Travellers Lane (07845 343357 or 07919 186358).  Injury 
assessments; treatment, rehab and injury prevention 
training; as well as.sports massage treatments.   10% 

Hemel Hempstead:   

Brian Kipping (01442 870180)  Carpentry & Interior 
decoration  15% 
Hemel Copy Print  (01442 212636)  102 London Road, 
Apsley     All your design and printing needs, including T-
shirt printing  10% 
Hitchin: 

Aro Sports     92 Bancroft  ( 01462 420292)  racquets, 
sports clothing and bags,  engraving services, and 
printing (t-shirts etc)    10%  
Buryhill Physiotherapy    (01462 438853)  Suite 1, 
Bancroft    Manipulative therapy and Sports Injury Clinic.    
Open 8am-8pm.   10%  
Cycledealia   (01462 631555) 15 Sun Street, Hitchin 
Total cycling solutions Accessories 10%,Bikes 7.5%. 
Ickleford: 

Just Rackets  Hi-tech, Prince, Yonex & Wilson;  
badminton and squash racquets and shoes. e- mail 
gary.spindler@virgin.net.; www.justrackets.com  15%  
Letchworth: 

pwp Sportsbase, Letchworth Tennis Centre, Muddy Lane.  
Tel 01462 681004.  All major brands;  on-site racket 
testing;  fast stringing service  10% / Internet prices in 
store to HBA .   
Sangeeta Dhall, State Registered Chiropodist, Walkwel 
clinic, 39 Leys Avenue,  Letchworth SG6 3EE. ( tel & fax:  
01462 682526)   10%  
Northwood;  

AMT Northwood Store    tel/fax: 01923-827637  24 Joel 
Street,  Northwood Hills,  HA6 1PF  racquets, shoes, 
clothing etc  Also mail order 
http://www.badmintonnuts.co.uk.      10% 
St Albans:   

Steve Willis  (01727 760376 / 7900 247439)   Ashaway, 
Prince & Karakal badminton and squash equipment 
http://www.thebadmintoncoach.co.uk  email: 
steve@thebadmintoncoach.co.uk      5% 
Southgate: 

AMT Southgate Store    43 Chase Side, N14 5BP. 
amtsports1@hotmail.com    tel;0208 882 5741 
http://www.badmintonnuts.co.uk.   racquets, shoes, 
clothing and accessories   Also mail order     10% 
Stevenage: 

Tomoko Morrall  (01438 749834)  44 Grenville Way,  
Stevenage, SG2 8XZ.  ITEC qualified Masseuse & 
Aromatherapist.  She offers a 10% discount on all 
treatments. 
Sangeeta Dhall,  (01438 218 222) State Registered 
Chiropodist,   Health First Group, King George Surgery, 
135 High Street, Stevenage   10%  
Ware:    

Neelakash Tandoori Restaurant, 1-3 Amwell End, Ware 
(01920 487038/487807)  Balti and Tandoori dishes & 
Neelakash's own specialities. Take-away also available.  
10% on member's meal. 
OSMEC  uvpc windows, doors & conservatories  The 
company also offer a complete design service.  Doug 
Clark on 01920 462279 15% 
Welwyn Garden City: 

Goode Sports   25 Brownfields (01707 321397   email:  
sales@ashaway.co.uk;   www.ashaway.co.uk   
Ashaway racquets, clothing & restringing   10% 
Shuttles via HBA scheme.   

HitNRun Sports Shop, The Tennis Centre, Gosling Sports 
Park,    01707 394097;  Racquets, clothing, and restringing 
lee@hitandrun.fsnet.co.uk        10%  
Internet: 

Pro-Badminton Ltd.   Tel: 0871 277 5072 - www.pro-
badminton.co.uk    Enter discount code of ' HBA10off ' at 
checkout to receive 10% discount on equipment.   E-mail for 
quotes on bulk purchases of shuttlecocks and team wear   e-
mail: customer.services@pro-badminton.com 
 

2009-2010   Affiliation Form 
Herts Badminton Association, BADMINTON England Club 
Affiliation Enquiry Form  and Individual Membership 
Application Form  
 

Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

e-mail :________________________________________ 

 

Phone no._______________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

Post code:  _________________________ 

 

Please complete the relevant sections below: 

1   My club wishes to join Herts Badminton Association and 
BADMINTON England  Please send me a club registration 
form 

¶ Junior club fee Fee covers  club affiliation to BE, HBA, 

and HSBA (includes all juniors as JJCs and one Senior 
SCM affiliation)  £57.20 per club:  Ä 

¶ Senior Club fee (cost per individual) :  Senior (SCM) fee 

£12.70 / Junior (JCM) fee  £6.35     Ä 

2   I wish to be an Individual Playing member of HBA and 

BADMINTON England  and enclose the membership fee: 
(adult fee £14; junior fee £7)   Ä 

3   I wish to be a Social member of HBA and receive copies 

of the Newsletter.  I enclose the membership fee:  £4 Ä 

4   I am already a member of the B E via another county/ 
Oncourt/Courtside/ Registered Coach (please circle 
membership type)and wish to receive HBA newsletters Ä 

I do not wish to have my address provided to selected 
vendors of badminton goods        Ä 

Please make cheques payable to Hertfordshire Badminton 
Association and return the form with payment to:  

Malcolm Fraser, 7 Smallford Lane, St Albans, Herts, AL4 
0SA.   Thank you for your support. 

Get in touch! 
See our website www.hertsbadminton.net for all 
the latest news, results, pictures, club and coach 
information, etc. 
Please  send articles / copy / corrections for 
inclusion in the next newsletter to the Editor at:  
Gill@bartlett1.plus.com   by 15 December 2009. 

Without your input there is no newsletter. 

mailto:amtsports1@hotmail.com
mailto:ajay@tennisnuts.co.uk
http://www.pro-badminton.co.uk/
http://www.pro-badminton.co.uk/
mailto:customer.services@pro-badminton.com


 10 

JUNIOR NEWS 
HSBA Tournaments 2009-2010 
All tournaments are at Stevenage Leisure Centre, 
Lytton Way, Stevenage SG1.  Registration 15 
minutes before start time shown below. Entries to:  

Graham Hall, 21 Eastbury Court, St Albans. 

AL1 3PS Tel: 07939 105478, Email: 
hsba@gmx.com  .  Entry forms on HSBA website: 
www.hertsschoolsbadminton.co.uk  

 
Date Tournament School Year Time 

25  Oct 
2009 

U15 B+G ñBò 
Singles 

Year 10 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U13 Boys 
Doubles 

Year 8 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U13 Girls 
Doubles 

Year 8 & 
under 

11.00am 

 U13 Mixed 
doubles 

Year 8 & 
under 

2.00pm 

8 Nov 
2009 

U13 B+G ñBò 
Singles 

Year 8 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U15 Boys  
Doubles 

Year 10 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U15 Girls  
Doubles 

Year 10 & 
under 

11.00am 

 U15 Mixed 
doubles 

Year 10 & 
under 

2.00pm 

22 Nov 
2009 

U10 B+G 
singles 

Year 5 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U18 Boys 
singles 

Year 13 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U18 Girls 
singles 

Year 13 & 
under 

11.00am 

 U18 B&G 
doubles 

Year 13 & 
under 

2.00pm 

 U18 Mixed 
doubles 

Year 13 & 
under 

5.00pm 

24 Jan 
2010 

U15 B & G 
singles 

Year 10 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U11 Boys 
singles 

Year 6 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U11 Girls 
singles 

Year 6 & 
under 

11.00am 

 U11 B & G 
Doubles 

Year 6 & 
under 

2.00pm 

7 Mar 
2010 

U10 B+G 
doubles 

Year 5 & 
under 

9.30am 

 U13 B+G 
singles 

Year 8 & 
under 

9.30am 

7 Feb 
2010 

Primary Schools Team Tournament 
Details to follow. 

 

Hatfield Tournaments 
Following their success last year, the following 
tournaments are organised by Chauncy Badminton 
Club to take place in the Christmas holidays and 
Spring half-term break at Birchwood Leisure Centre, 
Longmead, Hatfield. AL10 0AN.  Entry forms for 
both tournaments are on the BADMINTON England 
website:  www.badmintonengland.co.uk under 

Tournaments and junior section.  Or call Paul/Alison 
Widdicombe on 01920 484605 

Hatfield Junior Open Tournament from 9am each 
day:  (Could have 2 grades of play, according to 
demand) 

Monday 28 December 2009 
  U15 Boys & Girls Singles and Doubles 
Tuesday 29 December 2009 
  U13 Boys & Girls Singles and Doubles 
Wednesday 30 December 2009 
  U17 Boys & Girls Singles and Doubles 

Hatfield Bronze Festival from 9am each day:  

Monday 15 February 2010 
  U11 & U13 Boys  Singles and Doubles 
Tuesday 16 February 2010 
  U13 & U17 Girls  Singles and Doubles 
Wednesday 17 February 2010 
  U15 Boys  Singles and Doubles 
Thursday 18 February 2010 
  U11 & U15 Girls  Singles and Doubles 
Friday 19 February 2010 
  U17 Boys  Singles and Doubles 

Herts U13 Squad good fortune continues 
Herts U13 squad had good reason to be disappointed 
when they heard that Natalie Muntôs recent marriage 
and move in September to full-time teaching in a 
school in Milton Keynes meant she could not be 
available to coach them this season.  However, good 
fortune continues to shine on them, because Jo Goode 
(who counts a Bronze medal for Mixed Doubles at the 

Sydney Olympics in 2000 amongst her many 
International achievements) is taking over. 

Jo met some of them in the summer, when she helped 
run coaching sessions with Natalie and Sangeeta 
Dhall.  Earlier in the year Jo had presented medals to 
the winners at County finals of the Inter Schools 
competition at Stevenage.  Hertfordshire is indeed 
fortunate to have so many International players who 
are willing to give their time and experience to the 
County.  The squad sends their thanks and best 
wishes to Natalie and welcomes Jo. 

 
Jo Goode playing in an intercounty match with 

Daniella Farsiani September 08 

mailto:hsba@gmx.com
http://www.hertsschoolsbadminton.co.uk/
http://www.badmintonengland.co.uk/
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The Haberdashersô Askeôs 
Boysô School 

Butterfly Lane, Elstree, Herts.  WD6 3AF  
 

Require a TEMPORARY BADMINTON COACH 
from 2nd November 2009 to 16th December 2009 

for all or a proportion of the following:  
 
Mondays 1.15pm-1.45pm 

            4.15pm-5.15pm 
Tuesdays 2.00pm-3.45pm 
Wednesdays 1.15pm-1.45pm 
                        2.00pm-3.45pm 
                        4.15pm-5.15pm 
 

Salary will be b etween £20-£30 per hour 
depending on experience and qualifications.  

 

The school is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 

Further details and an application form can be 
obtained from our website or by email from the 

Human Resources Manager: 
staffvacancies @habsboys.org.uk 

Closing date for applications:28 th  October 2009.  
Interviews will be held on 30 th  October 2009.  
Website: www.habsboys.org.uk  

 

  New badminton club opening at 
JFK School Hemel Hempstead! 
Everyone Welcome from 5 - 65 years old! 
For more information please call or email 
Suzanne:  07947 400 233  
coach@team-ss.com 


